KGA Member: Semitropic Water Storage District ‐ Highlights of Draft Document
Sustainability Goal
The sustainability goal for the District is to balance the average annual inflow and outflows of water in the District and
implement measures as necessary to avoid undesirable results, including preventing the lowering of average
groundwater levels, beyond 2040. This goal is expected to improve and maintain groundwater levels, and avoid
significant and unreasonable negative change in groundwater storage, water quality degradation, and land subsidence.
To reach the sustainability goal by 2040, the District will implement projects and management actions as described
herein over time that increase supply and/or reduce demand. Once fully implemented, such projects and management
actions are expected to reduce the groundwater pumping in the District as necessary to ensure operation within the
basin sustainable yield.

Checkbook

Management Actions / Projects
‐ Management Action 1: Landowner Water Budgets

‐ Management Action 2: Tiered Pricing Structure

‐

To reinforce the adherence to the established water budgets as structured in Management Action 1, the District will create a
volumetric rate structure such that if a landowner exceeds its annual water budget as determined by evapotranspiration then
the landowner would be charged fee in accordance with Water code Section 10730.2. It is the expectation that the fee would
be charged on a volumetric basis and would be tiered based on the quantity of groundwater consumed in excess of the
established annual water budget.

‐ Management Action 3: District Fallowing Program

‐

Fallowing program to be developed by District to support land fallowing as a District action and by individual landowners or
groups of landowners. The program will be the total reduction in groundwater extractions required to comply with SGMA and
specified in the landowner water budget process will be undertaken. This represents an estimated reduction in groundwater
pumping of 123,900 af annually by 2040 or the fallowing of approximately 39,000 acres of currently irrigated lands. This is the
worse‐case scenario under which the District does not implement any water supply augmentation programs or projects to
offset some portion of the required land fallowing. The District will initiate environmental and regulatory compliance efforts
for other projects and management action that enhance the District’s supplemental water supplies

‐

Plan B: potential projects that would reduce need to fallow.

Min Thresholds / Measurable Objectives
‐

For Semitropic Management Areas: if 51% of the monitoring sites within a management area exceed a minimum threshold
then it would be considered a minimum threshold watch area. Objective of the plan is to achieve sustainability at our above
the stated Measurable Objective

